Mlyobia musculi-infected NC rnice produced IgE antibody specific for M musculi, and this IgE antibody was not reactive to the antigens of other species of Acari. NC mice did not develop dermatitis only when reared in the conventional environrnent, but did dermatitis following infection with Ml musculi.
Since this dermatitis is histopathologically similar to human atopic dermatitis (Suto et al., 1999; Matsuda and Tanaka, 2000) , the NC mouse is expected to be useful as an experimental rnodel of this disease. In fact, this model has been used in drug screening for atopic dermatitis (Sengoku et al., 1998; Kotani et al., 2000) . Recently, it was suggested that some species of mites might be concerned in the crisis of this dermatitis. When the mites MyocqPtes musculinus (Morita et al., 1999) or Myobia musculi (Iijima et al., 2000) were exterminated from the mice, the dermatitis improved with a decrease in the total IgE leveL 
REsuLTs

State of injfection
The NC mice showed frequent scratch- (Fig, 3) . In ELISAs using L. scutellare larvae and O. mubata nymphs as antigens,
ELISA OD values for all sera were lower than O.04, and were no differences between M musculi-infected and uninfected mice {Fig. 3). (Fig. 4 ).
PCA antibo(ly titer
The titers of anti-M muscuti PCA antibody were compared between sera of ML musculi:infected mice and uninfected control mice (both n=5).
The diameters of macula cerulea by PCA using sera diluted 1 : 10 were 2.2± O.75 cm (the mean diameter of five mice ± standard deviation) in the infected mice, but the macula cerulea was not recognized in the sera of uninfected mice (Fig. 5 ). In PCA using D. far [nf.
Uninf. (Fig. 5 ).
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DISCuSSION
It has been known for about 40 years that dermatitis in mouse caused by mites often occurs in aged (over one year old) mice of the dd strain (Fukui et al. 1961 ).
In the contrast, in the NC mice it was reported recently that dermatitis began at 7-15 weeks old and the total IgE level rose before development of derrnatitis (around 4 weeks old) (Matsuda et aL, 1997 
